DRAINAGE WORKS (SHANNON). 



RETU RN to an Order of the Honourable The House of Commons, 
dated 3 March 185 +;—for, 



COPIES “ of a Memorial presented by the Inhabitants of the Town of 
Banagher in Ireland and its Vicinity, to the Lord Lieutenant, complaining 
of the Injury they sustained from the effects of the Drainage Works on 
the Shannon at Meelick; and, of any Report of the Commissioners 
of Public Works, Ireland, to the Lords of the Treasury, on the subject of 
the said Memorial, and the Treasury Minute thereon.” 



Sir, Brittas, 18 September 1853. 

I enclose a memorial from the inhabitants of the town of Banagher and 
its vicinity, which was sent to me by Mr. 0. Moore, whose letter I annex. I 
also enclose a copy of the memorial presented to the Lord Lieutenant, which, 
on my motion, was ordered to be printed by the House of Commons; 

Since I had the honour of speaking to you on this subject, I have been at 
Banagher and made further inquiries, and feel still more convinced of its 
importance, nor can I see any other remedy than the deepening the sill of the 
lock at Meelick, by at least 18 inches ; this view can be tested by any competent 
engineers, to whom you will probably refer the subject, and I hope speedily, 
as the winter floods will renew the injuries complained of. 

I have, &c. 

J. Wilson, Esq., m. p., Treasury. (signed) F. Dunne. 



My dear Dunne, Banagher, 15 September 1853. 

In June 1852, I forwarded a memorial to the Irish Government, signed most 
numerously by the landed proprietors, whose properties have been seriously 
injured by the works on the River Shannon, intended as improvements ; no 
notice having been taken of our application, I have to request you will kindly 
transmit the accompanying memorial to the Lords of the Treasury, and that 
you will continue to give the matter your earnest attention in the next 
Session. 

Believe me, &c. 

To Colonel F. Dunne, m.p. (signed) G. O. Moore , d.l. 



To the Right Honourable the Lords Commissioners of Her Majesty’s 
Treasury, &c. &c. &c. 

Respectfully sheweth. 

That in the month of June 1852, a certain memorial was forwarded to His 
Excellency, the late Lord Lieutenant of Ireland, from “ The Gentry and Land- 
owners of the town and neighbourhood of Banagher, in the King's County,” 
complaining of the loss and injury property had sustained in that locality from 
the overflowing of the River Shannon, during the winter floods of the preceding 
season, and further calling the attention of His Excellency to certain mis- 
constructions of the works on the River Shannon, but more particularly to the 
obstructions erected at “ The Meelick Weir,” as will more fully and clearly 
appear in the copy of the memorial above alluded to, and herewith enclosed. 

That the representations in the memorial now adverted to have not received 
from the Irish authorities that consideration which was hoped for and expected, 
Qi. A and 
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and that such disappointment has produced amongst the memorialists a very 
general feeling that the matter complained of is one of such importance and 
moment, that an appeal to your Lordships may have the desired effect, and 
with this view your attention to the grievances therein at length specified is 
very respectfully directed ; that the near approach of winter prompts the memo- 
rialists in urging the authorities tu take some immediate steps to abate, remedy, 
or guard against a recurrence of such sudden inundations, thrown up from the 
river on the lands verging the Shannon, and which is so clearly attributable 
to the obstructions at the Meelick Weir. 

Signed on behalf of the Meeting, 

G. O. Moore , d.l. 



To His Excellency the Earl of Eglinton, Lord Lieutenant-General and 
General-Governor of Ireland. 

* 

The Memorial of the Undei’signed Gentry and Landowners of the Town 
and Neighbourhood of Banagher, in the King’s County. 

May it please your Excellency, 

The undersigned feel themselves most imperatively called upon to represent 
to your Lordship the great loss and injury property has sustained in this 
locality from the overflowing of the waters of the River Shannon, which has 
swollen within the last month to a height not remembered for several years. 
That two of the public roads leading to the town of Banagher, from populous 
rural districts, were rendered totally impassable for travellers on foot. That 
many houses and whole farms, not only in the vicinity of the Shannon, but also 
at a considerable distance from it, had to be abandoned by the occupants of 
them, owing to the inundations thrown up from the river. That the gardens 
attached to several houses in the town of Banagher have been wholly covered 
with water, likewise attributable to the overflowing of the Shannon ; and that 
the entire face of the country lying contiguous to the river, between Meelick 
Weir and Shannon Bridge, is one vast sheet of water. 

In bringing this subject under the notice of your Excellency, it becomes 
necessary to remark that the Act of 2 & 3 Viet. c. 61, was passed for the im- 
provement of the River Shannon, and that a Parliamentary grant of money, 
amounting nearly to the sum of 600,000 /., was placed at the disposal of the 
Lords of the Treasury for the completion of the numerous works, for which 
maps, plans, and specifications had been obtained. Under the Act a commis- 
sion was appointed for the execution of the works, and in now referring to the 
report of the Commissioners, we find that they are pleased to represent, “ that 
considerable portion of land lying along the banks of the Shannon were 
reclaimed that previously had been covered with water for nearly nine months 
in the year.” 

The undersigned do not hesitate in taking special exception to this portion 
of the Commissioners’ report, and to respectfully assure your Excellency that 
such a statement is totally unfounded and shamefully incorrect, and it is with 
regret that many of the undersigned are compelled to assert that the Com- 
missioners must have known how exceedingly inaccurate that statement was, 
from the many facts which had been brought from time to time, during the 
progress of the works, under their notice of the sudden overflowing of the 
Shannon from even partial rain, and that many portions of land in this neigh- 
bourhood, which formerly were never flooded, had become subject to inunda- 
tion from that river. 

Referring to the 11th and final report of the Commissioners, we find it 
stated, “ that to ensure a sufficiently quick discharge for water in wet seasons, 
and to preserve a sufficient depth for navigation during the dry weather, it 
became necessary to construct these three great weirs, one at Killaloe 1,160 feet 
in length, one near to Victoria Lock, above the falls at Meelick, 1,100 feet in 
length, and one at Athlone 720 feet in length, and that those several weirs have 
proved very efficient, and discharge the water so rapidly as to prevent any 
accumulations taking place above them at any time.” 

It is not the intention of the undersigned to travel out of their own locality 

for 
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for evidence whereby to enable them to refute the foregoing portion of the 
report. The Meelick Weir is situate in this immediate neighbourhood, and now 
after nearly nine years of personal observation and experience of its complete 
inefficiency, we fearlessly assert that the weir is a singular failure in every 
particular, and that owing to its incompleteness in regulating the discharge of 
water from even partial floods, accumulations occur, which tend to prove or 
convey the impression that some engineering mistake was made either in the 
construction of the weir or Victoria Lock. 

Your Excellency will be pleased to perceive that the two principal objects to 
he attained by the construction of the weirs were quick discharge of water in 
wet seasons, and a sufficient depth for navigation in dry weather, and the Com- 
missioners add in their report that the navigation of the river was so far perfect 
that steam vessels of 200-horse power and 150 feet in length could pass at all 



umcs. 4 

The undersigned are desirous to dwell with marked emphasis upon the 
construction of the weir at Meelick, and also upon the works of Victoria Lock. 
It appears from the report already brought under the notice of your Excellency, 
« That, in a length of 85 miles navigation, a fall of 1 5 feet was fortunately concen- 
trated at two points, viz. eight feet at Meelick and seven feet at Athlone, where 
locks have been erected with regulating weirs,” as hereinbefore mentioned. 

We have now brought before your Excellency that part of our statement 
which it becomes necessary to dwell upon, viz., the weir at Meelick. As an 
evidence of the great mistake made in the calculations regulating the eight-feet 
fall in the river at Meelick, it was discovered upon the opening of Victoria Lock, 
say about the year 1844, that the large steamer of 200-horse power had not a 
sufficiency of water to float her through, or even a sufficient depth in the navi- 
gation channel of the river between Meelick and a given point near to Shannon- 
bridge, and that subsequently it became requisite to raise upon the rampant 
wall of the Meelick Weir. The effect of this additional erection has so com- 
pletely perfected the obstruction that it not only contradicts the statement of 
the Commissioners as <c to the quick discharge of water in wet seasons,” but it 
has ensured, in point of fact, the most unquestionable effectiveness in precisely 
the reverse terms to that made use of in the Commissioners’ report. 

So glaring an error as the one now alluded to could scarcely escape from 
public condemnation, and when the error became known* much censure was 
expressed for the extreme fatal negligence which had been so ignorantly com- 
mitted in regulating for the works of the weir and lock, where, as the report 
says “ an eight- feet fall in the river was fortunately concentrated.” It appears 
a careless blunder, indeed, that the fall was not correctly graduated by sinking 
to a sufficient depth for the bed or bottom of Victoria Lock to have rendered 
unnecessary any additional works to be raised thereafter on the weir.. It has 
been asserted by persons supposed to be competent to form an opinion that 
the error might now be remedied by the formation of sluice or flood gates at 
Meelick, and with this view, in particular, the undersigned are induced to 
impress ’this portion of their statement upon the gracious attention of your 



Excelle ncy . 

It appears to the undersigned that the Commissioners had not carefully 
obtained correct information when they framed this report, else such reckless- 
ness in language as that which they have used could scarcely have obtained 
their signatures. We find those gentlemen stating “ that the several weirs have 
proved very efficient, and discharge the water so rapidly as to prevent any 
accumulation taking place above them at any time and then again m the 
same report, the eleventh and final one, they say, “ Notwithstanding the effec- 
tiveness of the weir at Meelick, and the extensive excavations made m the bed 
of the river, the present channel is found insufficient to discharge the great 
accumulation of water, to prevent partial floods.” This anomalism is so difficult 
to be understood that the undersigned are reluctant to designate it in such 
terms of disapprobation as it temptingly provokes. . . ... 

In dwelling further upon the report, we find the Commissioners to state 
“ that it may become necessary to make additional excavations at some of the 
comparatively confined channels of the Shannon, above and below Slianuun- 
bridge, and immediately above the weir at Meelick. Fortunately such works, 
though probably indispensable, will not be very expensive. 

That there exists an indispensable necessity for such excavations above the 
91. A 2 Weu 
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weir at Meelick, can no longer admit of any doubt ; and by a strange contra- 
diction of expression, so curiously characteristic of the report adverted to, the 
Commissioners allow, in express terms, as already quoted, “ that the weir does 
not discharge the water at any time with effectiveness.” It is indubitably true 
and can be proved beyond the possibility of doubt or refutation, that land, and 
considerable portions too, are now and have been since the year 1843, subject 
to Shannon floods, which were not formerly affected by the overflowing of the 
river. With such facts before them, the undersigned most respectfully call 
upon your Excellency to send to this neighbourhood a scientific person who 
will report in a disinterested form to your Excellency, upon the present as well 
as all other inundations of the Shannon since 1843. 

In soliciting this favour at the hands of your Excellency, the undersigned 
very respectfully take leave to suggest, that a person unconnected with the 
Board of Public Works would be more likely to present a true and faithful 
report upon the state of the Shannon, as it appears very improbable to the 
undersigned that the Commissioners of Public Works would now write such an 
impartial report as would have a tendency to throw a discredit upon the mis- 
named improvements of the River Shannon, which were conducted and con- 
trolled by a Board of Commissioners, now incorporated with the Board of 
Public Works. 



The undersigned conceive that they have a fair claim upon your Excellency 
for an investigation and report of this nature, and they likewise feel assured that 
your Excellency has a gracious anxiety to be correctly made acquainted with 
such grievances as exist, and that are believed to have a claim upon your 
favourable solicitude, and so fully are the undersigned impressed with your 
exceeding condescension, that they are disposed to rely, with much confidence, 
upon your Excellency for a full and impartial inquiry into the subject now 
submitted for your Excellency’s judgment, and that, so far as your high power 
admits, you will be kindly pleased to render it unnecessary for the undersigned 
to make any appeal to Parliament upon the question of the Shannon improve- 
ments, which have turned out a complete failure, at once rebutting the assertions 
of the Commissioners, “ that large quantities of land had been reclaimed that 
previously had been covered with water, and water was discharged so quickly 
by the effectiveness of the weirs as to guard against accumulations in wet 
seasons at anytime, or that the improvements generally, or in part, were 
ancillary to arterial drainage.” 

In conclusion, the undersigned cannot refrain from stating, that in proportion 
to the magnitude of the undertaking so likewise has been the magnitude of the 
blunders committed by the Shannon Commissioners, and that it is untrue to 
assert, “ that the navigation of the river and the sundry diflicult works erected 
thereon have been completed for the sum originally estimated.” That sum, no 
doubt, has been expended under the Commission, but the so-called improve- 
ments are not alone incomplete, but, in their total failure, have inflicted a very 
grievous injury on the country, inasmuch as several counties in Ireland are now 
, f ° r the re P a y ment of the advances from the Treasury, and 
that although the law compels the owners of property and cess-payers to submit 
to the contributions levied for the improvement of the Shannon, yet the under- 
signed must disclaim, m the strongest terms, that the country has reaped any 
advantage or benefit whatever from them, and hence it is deemed that the 
appeal now made to your Excellency is not unreasonable in its demands, 
th/t u lgned are d 1 eS . lrous t0 & uard y° ur Excellency from the impression 
evils 5° W com P lained of have been wholly accelerated by the general 
calamity spread over so many portions of the land by reason of the late rains. 
W cfUi e ! reSei ;V ri ^ m the river is ’ 110 doubt ’ attributable to this distress- 
ed %,« t ?i t - mU8 j be u 0rne m mind that tbe Shannon works were promoted 
tba * a sufficiently rapid discharge for the water, in times 

nrevious t a? ? afforded ’ bwm # J° the ^possibility to divert or abate it 
previous to the commencement of the operations, and, nevertheless that so 

suc S h advSTw 600 ;°.? 0 . 1 has .. b ^ n expended for works undertaken to confer 

that the wl?’ f 5 u 1S i rebable truth ’ that the works are incomplete, and 
that the benefits stated by the Commissioners to exist are not realised. 
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Office of Public Works, Dublin, 11 February 1854. 

Sir, 

In reply to the memorial of the gentry and landholders of the neighbourhood 
of Banagher, in the King’s County, addressed to his Excellency the Lord 
Lieutenant, and a copy of which was referred to this Board by the Lords Com- 
missioners of Her Majesty’s Treasury, I am directed by the Commissioners of 
Public Works to state that, having carefully Investigated the numerous state- 
ments contained in the memorial, they find that although considerable floods 
did take place by the overflow of the River Shannon at and above Banagher 
during the years 1852 and 1853, they cannot hold themselves responsible for 
any injury which may have been sustained by the proprietors of the Banagher 
district in consequence of such overflow, which is not justly attributable to the 
operations of the great regulating weir at Meelick, in consequence of a supposed 
mistake in its original construction, as stated in the memorial. 

Previously to the commencement of the operations i'or the improvement of 
the navigation of the Shannon, the discharge of the waters of the river were 
interrupted by a complete network of stone walls erected for the purpose of 
capturing eels, and placed in succession across the bed of the river at the Falls 
of Meelick, at the Counsellor’s Ford, and above and below the old bridge at 
Banagher. The whole have been removed and the bed of the river sunk several 
feet at all those places, and the power of discharging the flood waters has been 
thereby more than doubled. 

In order to preserve a sufficient depth of water for the purposes of navigation 
during the summer months, a regulating weir, 1,100 feet in length, was erected 
at Meelick, in the most favourable site, but for the purpose of increasing the 
rapidity of discharge during wet seasons, the stone sill which formed the top of 
the weir was placed one foot below the required level, and provision was made 
for the insertion of a moveable wooden sill one foot in height, which might be 
placed on the top of the stone sill forming the apex of the weir during the dry 
period, to preserve a sufficient height of water for the navigation. The memo- 
rialists erroneously suppose that the introduction of this timber sill was an 
after-thought, and have attributed the unexpected floods which have occasionally 
taken place during the last two years to a mistake in the levels. But such was 
not the case, as it is absolutely necessary f.ir the purposes of navigation to make 
use of the moveable wooden sill during dry seasons, and to remove it whenever 
the water rises one foot above the top of the stone sill of the weir. 

The memorial contains several other allegations, which it does not appear to 
be necessary to explain in detail, as the Commissioners expect that the follow- 
ing general statement of the circumstances under which the Shannon navigation 
improvements were undertaken will be sufficient to show that the temporary 
floods complained of by the memorialists are not attributable to any mistakes 
or deficiencies in the operations executed under the direction of the Shannon 
Commissioners. 

The Act 5 & 6 Will. 4, c. 67, states in its preamble, that “Whereas the 
improvement of the navigation of the River Shannon from its source in Lough 
Allen, in the county of Leitrim, to the mouth of the said river will contribute 
to the general prosperity of the country.” “ And whereby it appears that the 
whole course of the said river, embracing 232 miles of continuous navigation, 
may be improved and thrown open,” &c. &c., and contains the power for making 
the necessary preliminary inquiries, surveys, plans, and estimates, and for 
submitting the same to Parliament, which, being completed, the Act 2 & 3 Viet, 
cap. 61, was passed, authorising these plans being carried into effect, and sets 
out in its preamble, after a reference to the previous Act, that the works re- 
commended and approved of by Parliament were to be carried into effect at a 
cost of 584,807 l, one half of which was a free grant, and the other half to be 
repaid, by assessment on the counties benefited, in half-yearly instalments, 
with interest. It will be observed that the Act. was one for the improvement of 
the navigation of the River Shannon, and that the repayment of the moiety of 
expenditure by the counties was spread over all the lands, whether flooded or 
not, in proportion to their value, at the time the surveys were made ; and there- 
fore the proprietors of the flooded lands benefited were not liable to any addi- 
tional assessment, in consequence of the relief they have derived from the 
works. _ 

9i. lfc 
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It is true that the expectations held out by the Shannon Commissioners 
regarding the relief of the low-lying lands from flooding have not been fully 
realised, but, notwithstanding, much benefit has been derived from the works 
generally, and particularly in the upper portions of the river. 

Previously to the commencement of the Shannon Works the lands were 
flooded for upwards of six months every year, while at the present they are 
rarely flooded for more than a few weeks, and then only during the period of 
unusual floods. . 

To relieve as far as possible the lands which are occasionally flooded, it is 
proposed by the Commissioners of Public Works, during the present season, to 
widen the river at Meelick, and at the ford immediately above it, as far as the 
funds at their disposal, which arise from the balance of receipts over the 
expenditure in maintenance, will enable them, and they propose annually to 
increase the excavation at those places until the operations are effectual. 

I have, &c. 

The Secretary to the Treasury, (signed) Edward Hornsby, 

kc. &e. &c. * 



Copy of a Treasury Minute, dated the 28th February 1854. 

Write to the Commissioners of Public Works that my Lords approve of 
their applying any surplus funds arising from the excess of the Shannon tolls 
over the charges of maintenance to the object of widening the river at Meelick 
and at the ford immediately above, as proposed by them. 
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